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Direct Loan Program loan that the 
student has failed to establish eligi-
bility under the requirements of 
§§ 668.201 or 685.200, as appropriate. 

(c) If an institution is liable for a 
payment of a grant or Federal Perkins 
loan to an ineligible student, the insti-
tution shall restore the amount equal 
to the payment or disbursement to the 
institution’s Federal Perkins loan fund 
or Federal Pell Grant, Federal SEOG, 
or LEAP amount, even if the institu-
tion cannot collect the payment or dis-
bursement from the student. 

(d) If an institution is liable for a 
Federal Stafford, Federal PLUS, Direct 
Subsidized, Direct Unsubsidized, or Di-
rect PLUS Loan disbursement to an in-
eligible student, the institution shall 
repay an amount equal to the disburse-
ment to the lender in the case of an 
FFEL Program loan or the Secretary 
in the case of a Direct Loan Program 
loan, and provide written notice to the 
borrower. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091, 1094) 

[58 FR 3184, Jan. 7, 1993, as amended at 63 FR 
40626, July 29, 1998; 64 FR 38729, June 22, 2000] 

Subpart J—Approval of Independ-
ently Administered Tests; 
Specification of Passing 
Score; Approval of State Proc-
ess 

SOURCE: 60 FR 61838, Dec. 1, 1995, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 668.141 Scope. 
(a) This subpart sets forth the provi-

sions under which a student who has 
neither a high school diploma nor its 
recognized equivalent may become eli-
gible to receive Title IV, HEA program 
funds by— 

(1) Achieving a passing score, speci-
fied by the Secretary, on an independ-
ently administered test approved by 
the Secretary under this subpart; or 

(2) Being enrolled in an eligible insti-
tution that participates in a State 
process approved by the Secretary 
under this subpart. 

(b) Under this subpart, the Secretary 
sets forth— 

(1) The procedures and criteria the 
Secretary uses to approve tests; 

(2) The basis on which the Secretary 
specifies a passing score on each ap-
proved test; 

(3) The procedures and conditions 
under which the Secretary determines 
that an approved test is independently 
administered; and 

(4) The procedures and conditions 
under which the Secretary determines 
that a State process demonstrates that 
students in the process have the ability 
to benefit from the education and 
training being offered to them. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091(d)) 

§ 668.142 Special definitions. 
The following definitions apply to 

this subpart: 
Assessment center: A center that— 
(1) Is located at an eligible institu-

tion that provides two-year or four- 
year degrees, or qualifies as an eligible 
public vocational institution, i.e. a 
‘‘postsecondary vocational institu-
tion;’’ 

(2) Is responsible for gathering and 
evaluating information about indi-
vidual students for multiple purposes, 
including appropriate course place-
ment; 

(3) Is independent of the admissions 
and financial aid processes at the insti-
tution at which it is located; 

(4) Is staffed by professionally 
trained personnel; and 

(5) Does not have as its primary pur-
pose the administration of ability-to- 
benefit tests. 

Computer-based test: A test taken by a 
student on a computer and scored by a 
computer. 

Disabled student: A student who has a 
physical or mental impairment that 
substantially limits one or more major 
life activities, has a record of such an 
impairment, or is regarded as having 
such an impairment. 

General learned abilities: Cognitive op-
erations, such as deductive reasoning, 
reading comprehension, or translation 
from graphic to numerical representa-
tion, that may be learned in both 
school and non-school environments. 

Non-native speaker of English: A per-
son whose first language is not English 
and who is not fluent in English. 

Secondary school level: As applied to 
‘‘content,’’ ‘‘curricula,’’ or ‘‘basic 
verbal and quantitative skills,’’ refers 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 09:54 Aug 24, 2005 Jkt 205133 PO 00000 Frm 00509 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8002 Y:\SGML\205133.XXX 205133



500 

34 CFR Ch. VI (7–1–05 Edition) § 668.143 

to basic knowledge or skills generally 
learned in the 9th through 12th grades 
in United States secondary schools. 

Test administrator: An individual who 
may give tests under this subpart. 

Test item: A question on a test. 
Test publisher: An individual, organi-

zation, or agency that owns a reg-
istered copyright of a test, or is li-
censed by the copyright holder to sell 
or distribute a test. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091(d)) 

§ 668.143 Approval of State tests or as-
sessments. 

(a) The Secretary approves tests or 
other assessments submitted by a 
State that the State uses to measure a 
student’s skills and abilities for the 
purpose of determining whether the 
student has the skills and abilities the 
State expects of a high school graduate 
in that State. 

(b) The Secretary approves passing 
scores or other methods of evaluation 
established by the State for each test 
or assessment described in paragraph 
(a) of this section. 

(c) If the Secretary approves a 
State’s tests and assessments and the 
passing scores on those tests and as-
sessments under paragraphs (a) and (b) 
of this section, that test or assessment 
may be used, for purposes of section 
484(d) of the HEA, only for students 
who attend eligible institutions lo-
cated in that State. 

(d) If a State wishes to have the Sec-
retary approve its tests or assessments 
under this section, the State shall— 

(1) Submit to the Secretary those 
tests and assessments, its passing 
scores on those tests and assessments, 
and the educational standards those 
tests and assessments measure at such 
time and in such manner as the Sec-
retary may prescribe; 

(2) Provide the Secretary with an ex-
planation of how the tests, assess-
ments, and passing scores are appro-
priate in light of the State’s edu-
cational standards; and 

(3) Provide the Secretary with an as-
surance that the tests and assessments 

will be administered in an independent, 
fair, and secure manner. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1840–0627) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091(d)) 

[60 FR 61839, Dec. 1, 1995, as amended at 61 
FR 31035, June 19, 1996] 

§ 668.144 Application for test approval. 
Except as provided in § 668.143— 
(a) The Secretary only reviews tests 

under this subpart that are submitted 
by the publisher of that test; 

(b) A test publisher that wishes to 
have its test approved by the Secretary 
under this subpart must submit an ap-
plication to the Secretary at such time 
and in such manner as the Secretary 
may prescribe. The application shall 
contain all the information necessary 
for the Secretary to approve the test 
under this subpart, including but not 
limited to, the information contained 
in this section; and 

(c) A test publisher shall include with 
its application— 

(1) A summary of the precise edi-
tions, forms, levels, and (if applicable) 
sub-tests and abbreviated tests for 
which approval is being sought; 

(2) The name, address, and telephone 
number of a contact person to whom 
the Secretary may address inquiries; 

(3) Each edition and form of the test 
for which the publisher requests ap-
proval; 

(4) The distribution of test scores for 
each edition, form, level, sub-test, or 
partial battery, for which approval is 
sought, that allows the Secretary to 
prescribe the passing score for each 
test in accordance with § 668.147; 

(5) Documentation of test develop-
ment, including a history of the test’s 
use; 

(6) Norming data and other evidence 
used in determining the distribution of 
test scores; 

(7) Material that defines the content 
domains addressed by the test; 

(8) For tests first published five years 
or more before the date submitted to 
the Secretary for review and approval, 
documentation of periodic reviews of 
the content and specifications of the 
test to ensure that the test continues 
to reflect secondary school level verbal 
and quantitative skills; 
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